[bookmark: _GoBack]agInnovation Science & Technology: http://escop.info/committee/scitech/
05.11.2026
4:00-5:00 pm ET
Zoom: https://unr.zoom.us/j/89964267384?pwd=ZJzijlRc4tbJa8uJwCOP7z9GQ3tUDQ.1 
Meeting ID: 899 6426 7384; Passcode: west
Committee Members:
	Chair: Nathan Slaton (South)
Incoming Chair: Gregory Goins (ARD)

Delegates:
Alton Thompson (ARD)
Fulya Baysal-Gurel (ARD)
Frank Casey (NC)
John Blanton (NC)
Lee Hecker (NE)
Jason Hubbart (NE)
Tom Zimmerman (South)
Jerry Fankhauser (South)
Gene Kelly (West)
Lara Prihodko (West)

Executive Vice Chair:
Bret Hess (agInnovation- West ED)
Jennifer Horton (agInnovation- West Secretary)
	Liaisons: 
Tara McHugh (ARS)
Rachel Melnick (NIFA)
Laura Iles (NIPMCC)
Kevan Lamm (SSSC)
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Agenda: 
1. Welcome and Introductions- Nathan welcomed members & Introductions were made. 
1. Roll Call- Bret Hess, Alton Thompson, Fulya Baysal-Gurel, Nathan Slaton, Jerry Fankhauser, Frank Casey, Gregory Goins, Wendy Fink, John Blanton, Lara Prihodko, Gene Kelly, Lee Hecker, Rachel Melnick, Tara McHugh, Jennifer Horton (recording secretary). 
1. Approval of 03.09.26 Minutes- Alton moved to approve minutes as presented. Gene seconded the motion. Motion passed unanimously. 
1. Preserving Essential Expertise- Wendy shared a brief presentation about preserving essential expertise and shrinking programs and departments. There is a risk of disciplinary erosion because the programs are shrinking. Entomology, plant pathology, and soil sciences are three programs that have been identified. 
Frank shared some students are still gaining the knowledge, but under a different degree name, so it is less identifiable. Frank shared that their current program is good about sharing the value that is delivered, but how does that transfer to public value and what is the long-term impact? Studies could be done with industry partners to make the economic analysis. 
Nathan shared that at the University of Arkansas they just announced a significant increase on assistantships, but there is decreased grant funding that will likely reduce the number of graduate students. 
Alton recommended involving the Provost, because they have the ability to reassign faculty members to help with those smaller disciplines that don’t have the support of student enrollments. Gene shared that in the past most soil science programs were not located at land-grants. Wendy shared that she pulled data from all universities, not just land-grants. 
Listening sessions will be held with each discipline's main professional society this fall. Wendy invites STC to continue to weigh-in and participate in the conversations. 
1. Societal Benefits Document- Bret shared that there were three areas for the committee to consider. The first was if the focus should be broadened? The committee agreed that the document is broad enough as written and should not be diluted. The second comment asked to clarify milestones, the third was clarifying success matrices under “Thriving economies and a better quality of life in rural communities across America.” Alton recommended a 10-year time frame. John Blanton asked if the Purdue Center for Regional Development might already produce a study addressing these questions. The committee continued to discuss, and Bret agreed to relay the comments back to Stephanie. 
1. Liaison Updates (SSSC document attached)
Rachel- A large portion of the NOFO will be published shortly. The research facility act will be published this year. The funding will be doubling for specialty crop research with a due date for pre-applications by June 15th. CPPM NOFO, which has the Regional IPM Centers and ARDP, should be published soon.
Tara- A few weeks ago REE was reorganized and ARS was restructured; implementation is currently taking place. The Beltsville laboratory will be decommissioned, both  the facility and program. Moving away from the current structure to four research offices across the country to make alignments stronger for national programs, reduce organizational complexity, strengthen leadership and decision making, and improve nationwide agility, consistence, and coordination.
0. Post Production Research, Albany, CA
0. Animal Research, Fort Collins, CO
0. Land Utilization Research, Peoria IL
0. Plant Research, Stoneville, MS
SSSC- Members of STC agreed the document is especially useful and some members have already utilized. 
NIPMCC IPM Report- Laura submitted her report in advance: Updates for IPM centers/IPM network are that the NOFO has still not been released. This NOFO will have the centers and ARDP program in it. The NOFO was not released last year either (when it would have been just the ARDP program). She had heard it is high priority for NIFA and that it is ready to go, but just not released yet. The state IPM programs renewal paperwork is all processing and they will be starting their third of three years on Sept. 1.
1. Other Items of Interest – none at this time.
1. Next Zoom Meeting is for voting members only!
1. Regular Zoom Meeting Schedule 
8. 2nd Monday each Month (1 pm PT/2 pm MT/3 pm CT/4 pm ET)
1. Adjourn
