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Agenda: 
1. Welcome and Introductions- members introduced themselves to Laura Iles, our new NIPMCC representative. 
1. Laura Iles, Gene Kelly, Nathan Slaton, Gregory Goins, Lee Hecker, Alton Thompson, Jerry Fankhauser, Frank Casey, Bret Hess, Jenn Horton (recording secretary). 
1. Approval of 05.11.26 Minutes – Alton moved that the minutes be approved as presented. Frank seconded the motion. Motion approved unanimously. 
1. Discussion of Agricultural Research Innovation Award Guidelines- 
3. [bookmark: _GoBack]Bret shared a recommendation from agInnovation South regarding regional award winners whose meeting schedules do not align with agInnovation’ s annual meeting, preventing recognition at the regional level. The proposal would use the remaining travel funds in the current budget to support travel for award recipients from regions that have not yet recognized their winners, allowing them to attend the Fall Awards Program. For future years, the recommendation includes updating the awards guidelines and increasing the budget allocation to ensure recognition opportunities are available for all regional award winners. Action Item: Frank moved that regional award winners from regions that have not held award recognition ceremonies be recognized at the Fall agInnovation meeting, with travel expenses covered through the funds currently earmarked for that purpose. For award winners who have already been recognized at their regional meetings, attendance at the Fall meeting would be at their institution's expense should they choose to participate. Gene seconded the motion. The motion passed unanimously.
3. Bret reviewed the current award guidelines, which provide recipients with an AAAS membership for three years. He noted that administering these memberships requires significant tracking and management, particularly when as many as 50 memberships may be active at one time. The annual cost of an AAAS membership ranges from approximately $125 to $165 per year. Over the three-year membership period, the total value is roughly equivalent to a $1,000 cash award. Providing a cash award would allow recipients the flexibility to join AAAS if they choose, while reducing the administrative burden associated with managing memberships. Action Item: Frank moved to eliminate the Silver-Level AAAS membership award and replace it with a one-time cash award of $1,000 Gene seconded the motion. The motion passed unanimously. There are funds allocated for this transition, and this motion will simplify our transactions and fiscal responsibility. 
1. Call to Action for Transformative Investment (attached)- Bret reported that the attachment contains the final deliverable from Adaptive Roots and that the final version of the roadmap has now been completed. Alton noted that a decision is needed regarding which website will serve as the primary host for the roadmap and related materials, specifically whether the information should reside on the ECOP website or the agInnovation website. Adaptive Roots has also been contracted to develop web pages for each of the roadmap pillars. Bret stated that rapid response multi-state group has not yet begun engaging in that phase of the project, as they are still awaiting the final messaging components before moving forward with implementation and website development. The group agrees that the ask should be for $2 million dollars. 
1. Liaison Updates
NIPMCC: Laura Iles, Chair of the National Integrated Pest Management Coordinating Committee, reported that the NOFO for the Regional IPM Centers and the Applied Research and Development Program closed in early July, with funding decisions still pending. The four Regional IPM Centers are expected to reapply for the next four-year funding cycle, and efforts are underway to restore full operations in the Northeast Center. Funding levels remain unchanged at approximately $1 million annually per center. State IPM Programs are entering the final year of their current funding cycle, and the Regional Centers will continue providing support as states prepare for upcoming funding opportunities. Laura also noted that NIFA appears to be placing less emphasis on some community-based and urban IPM programs. Finally, IPM leaders continue efforts to strengthen program evaluation and impact reporting, including the submission of a second article to the Journal of Integrated Pest Management.
1. Next Zoom Meeting is scheduled for Monday, September 14 
1 pm PT/2 pm MT/3 pm CT/4 pm ET
1. Adjourn
