[bookmark: _GoBack]agInnovation Science & Technology: http://escop.info/committee/scitech/
03.09.2026
4:00-5:00 pm ET
Zoom: https://unr.zoom.us/j/89964267384?pwd=ZJzijlRc4tbJa8uJwCOP7z9GQ3tUDQ.1 
Meeting ID: 899 6426 7384; Passcode: west
Committee Members:
	Chair: Nathan Slaton (South)
Incoming Chair: Gregory Goins (ARD)

Delegates:
Alton Thompson (ARD)
Fulya Baysal-Gurel (ARD)
Frank Casey (NC)
John Blanton (NC)
Lee Hecker (NE)
Jason Hubbart (NE)
Tom Zimmerman (South)
Jerry Fankhauser (South)
Gene Kelly (West)
Lara Prihodko (West)

Executive Vice Chair:
Bret Hess (agInnovation- West ED)
Jennifer Horton (agInnovation- West Secretary)
	Liaisons: 
Tara McHugh (ARS)
VACANT (NIFA)
Ada Szczepaniec (NIPMCC)
Kristina Hains (SSCC)
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Agenda: 
1. Welcome and Introductions- Nathan welcomed member and introductions were made for new members. 
1. Attendance: Frank Casey, Nathan Slaton, Gregory Goins, Jason Hubbart, Jerry Fankhauser, Lee Hecker, Alton Thompson, Gene Kelly, Kristina Hains, John Blanton, Lara Prihodko, Bret Hess, Jennifer Horton (recording secretary). 
1. Approval of 12.08.25 Minutes- Alton made a motion to approve the minutes as presented. Frank seconded the motion. Motion passed unanimously. 
1. Comments on the Agricultural Research Innovation Awards- One recommendation was made to include recently retired researchers and consider USDA priorities for the award applications. Nathan noted that USDA priorities may change with each administration. The committee discussed, and agreed to bring these items back for consideration later in the year. 
1. Societal Benefits Teams (attached)- The invitation included 4 attachments including an outline and timeline. The teams started meeting in January and most have completed a second meeting already. The messages are to be finalize by June. After the third meeting, material will be shared across the regions. 
1. W525 status- The societal benefits teams have overlap with the multi-state. The Rapid Response Committee, W525 will convene after the societal benefits reports concludes in early June. 
1. Liaison Updates- Kristina shared that the recent SSSC meeting was in DC. From the Social Science Sub Committee’s perspective, not all of our partners understand the value of social sciences. The committee will develop a one-page document that outlines impact stories. This will be distributed to Jeanette, who will distribute. 
1. Other Items of Interest- Nathan reminded members that the deadline for agInnovation Awards is approaching. STC will have a member only meeting in June to select the winner. 
1. Zoom meetings: 2nd Monday each Month (1 pm PT/2 pm MT/3 pm CT/4 pm ET)
1. Adjourn
