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Our Vision
A world where food is grown in sync with natural processes and where agriculture and food 
companies are a force for good, directly benefiting workers, consumers, water, air, climate, 
biodiversity and soil.

Our Mission
Our mission is to help food and agriculture companies and supply chains create high-
impact, sustainable outcomes for their business, people and the environment. We do this 
through innovative research, tools to measure progress and by developing field-to-retailer 
programs that are tailored to balance the needs of all stakeholders.
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Who We Are  
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Current example initiatives

New evolution of IPM Elements/Guidelines?

Supply chains

Outcome-based framework

Cropping system

Prioritized, not laundry list

Success stories, challenges

Crop loss
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continued

- Midwest apple and grape, Vietnam black pepper 
crop consulting

- Working groups: 
- Tick IPM – First Annual Tick IPM Academy with UW
- Organic & IPM – Biological Control article, Regenerative Ag fact sheet just 

published
- Midwest Grows Green – Stonyfield collaboration
- Hemp?
- IPM Communications?

- NRCS and IPM

- Madison WI IPM Policy Task Force

- Transitions…





www.farmingandfoodnarrative.org



Expert and Public OVERLAP

• Farming is an integral part of society

• Farming practices significantly impact 
human survival and health

• Farming is economically risky and 
challenging work

• Weather and climactic conditions 
significantly impact farming and are 
uncontrollable

• Good farming practices are financially costly 
to adopt

• Organic and locally-grown produce should 
be supported

• Scientific research can and should be used to 
develop and inform good farming and food 
practices



Expert and Public Perception GAPS

• Farming = complex, expert practice
• Hard, simple but risky labor

• Farming impacts economics, environment; farmer, health
• Farming impacts mostly consumer health

• Good farming = diversity of approaches and practices
• Natural (organic) is best, use as few human-made tools and substances as possible

• Good farming practices = determined by complex, ever-changing, 
multiple factors

• Determined by what consumers want; happen when farmer cares about doing the 
right thing

• Sustainability = economics, social, environmental
• Sustainability and ag: confusing, unfamiliar, no clue

• Pest management = diversity of pests and safe approaches to manage
• Killing insects with synthetic chemicals 

• Pesticides are necessary tools, soil health is critical
• Pesticides are never acceptable, what’s soil health?

• Solutions include investment in research
• Tougher regulations needed.



Recommendations
1. Highlight specific farming practices that complement and work 

with nature

2. Emphasize the principles of sustainable agriculture rather than the 
term itself

3. Explain how specific practices enhance the natural environment 
and protect consumer health

4. Highlight how farming practices affect farmer, farm worker health 
and well-being Public values and admires farmers

5. Show work farmers do beyond planting seeds or harvesting and 
watering crops

6. Explain pest management, how it works and why pesticides are 
necessary tools

7. Highlight investments in science that help ensure good farming 
practices including beyond pesticides and organic farming

8. Build a joint sense that we can all work together effectively to 
ensure safe, sustainable farming approaches and food systems
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Timeline

• Interim report formal release imminent
• Disadvantaged farmers

• Recruiting communication partners ongoing

• Winter meeting, Fresno, March 2020

• Media, social media research report

• Message testing, release Jan 2021

• IPM communications working group?






