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Pesticide risk is 
MEASURABLE and 
REDUCIBLE

0%

5%

10%

15%

2002 2015

Pe
rc

en
t o

f T
ot

al
 

R i
sk

 S
co

re
s

Moderate Risk High Risk

0

10

20

30

40

d e f a c j q n o b m p
Av

er
ag

e l k g h i

N
o.

 o
f H

ig
h 

Ri
sk

 S
co

re
s

Farms

# High Risk Scores Across Farms 2013

CHECK IT OUT: pesticiderisk.org
WEBINAR: Oct. 25, 2 CT, iyu@ipminstitute.org





Food Narrative Project
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Origins: Desires, frustrations and obstacles faced in trying to 
communicate IPM to policymakers and the public

Goal: Break through the polarization that characterizes current 
discourse on food and farming

We do not believe that more information, better 
science, better writing, or clever slogans will turn 
this around

We are pursuing a methodical and empirical
inquiry into effective ways to (a) increase 
knowledge and understanding of farming 
practices and (b) influence individuals’ opinions, 
behavior and policy preferences around farming
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Lack of Agriculture Knowledge
• People learn about farming practices and food choices from 

narrowly framed, emotional nuggets from sources with narrow 
agendas. 

• Without the whole story, people can’t make good choices; 
policymakers can’t make good policy
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Challenge – Conflicting Interests and Agendas
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Challenge – Communication Breakdown
• Not listening

– In some multi-stakeholder food and ag meetings it’s as if people 
removed their ears and left them at the door.

– So many people, especially young, learn from the internet’s “self-
reinforcing echo chamber.” = confirmation bias.

• Not thinking
– Farming practices are reduced to oversimplified versions of good 

versus bad, either/or, all or nothing.

• Better science education is only part of the solution
– It’s about more effective communication with non-experts and 

broadening exposure to different ideas.



Outcome
• Practitioners don’t recognize and establish common 

ground that can lead to coalition building, policy gains.
• Citizens cannot sort out competing claims to make 

intelligent choices
• No common vision of profitable American farms that 

produce healthy, safe, and affordable food for all and 
employ environmentally sound practices



• Equip us with messaging to communicate more 
effectively with non-experts.

• Create more accurate public perceptions about pest 
management and farming.

• Have citizens and policymakers more aligned with 
scientific consensus on what’s needed for continuous 
improvement, less driven by fear and distrust.

Overall aim is to:



• Team of agricultural scientists, social scientists, 
farmers and farming advocates.

• Frameworks Institute: communication science and 
science translation expertise
– Frameworks received the 2015 MacArthur Award for Creative and 

Effective Institutions (“organizational genius grant”).



Completed:

Expert interviews, expert story
1. What is crop farming?
2. What challenges must crop farmers manage?
3. How does crop farming impact human life and society?
4. How can the challenges of crop farming be met?

To do:
• Public interviews, gap analysis
• Develop and test messaging (“framing”)
• Make the new messaging useful to and used by many 

organizations
• Evaluate results



• Questions?
• Suggestions for additional funders?

What’s the value?

... improved public discourse

... more accurate public thinking
… better policy

Funders to date
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