
IR-4 Project:  Helping Specialty Crop Farmers 
with their Pest Management Problems 



It Starts with the Pests! 



 
Overview 

• 50+ years 
• 4Regions + HQ 
• @$12M /yr NIFA; @ $6M/yr other sources 

(ARS, FAS, APHIS, Industry, etc.) 
• Significant In-Kind from EPA and LGUs 
• Stakeholder Engagement in Priority Setting 



IR-4 Mission* 

Facilitate the regulatory approval 
of sustainable pest 

management technology for 
specialty crops and specialty 

uses to promote public wellbeing 
 

*VISION 2020-IR-4 Project Strategic Plan 2015-2020 



Success 

IR-4 data has supported 
over 47,000 uses of 

pesticides & biopesticides 
on specialty crops 



Objectives 

• Food Program 
• Ornamental Program 
• Biopesticide & Organic Support 

Program 
• Public Health Pesticide Program 
  
 



IR-4 Interaction w/IPM 
• Regional IPM Centers assist IR-4 by 

participating in the screening of potential 
research project (i.e. IPM positive or negative) 

• IR-4 responds to the requests of Regional IPM 
Centers for pest management technology (i.e. 
SWD management for organic fruit) 

• Enhanced communication between IR-4 & 
IPM, cross representation between programs  
 



With Specialty Crops: 

Pest Management = IPM 
& 

Lines between conventional 
agriculture and organic are 

blurring 



Telling the Truth? 
  

  



The Year 2050 
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Thank You 
Time for a Healthy  Lunch-Supported by NIFA 
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