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BLC Activity to Date—October 2025 through February 2026
Continuation: DC Update Meetings – Ongoing virtual update sessions for all agInnovation members that provide timely insights on federal budget developments, agency activities, and congressional actions impacting agricultural research. These sessions are led by Elizabeth Stulberg (LBA) and Matt Peterson and include time for directors’ questions and discussion.

Input to USDA Request for Input to the Research Facilities Act Program Implementation – BLC’s 2025 Question-and-Answer document was updated to align with statutory language, incorporate additional recommendations from agInnovation members, and respond to NIFA’s call for stakeholder input. BLC collaborated across agInnovation to gather feedback and submitted both written and verbal comments to NIFA in February.

USDA National Agricultural Research, Extension, Education, and Economics (NAREEE) Advisory Board – BLC met with Dr. Deirdre Chester, Director in the USDA Office of the Chief Scientist, to better understand the board’s role and responsibilities and to assess its potential as a pathway to elevate agInnovation’s visibility and influence, while helping inform USDA policies and programs.

Upcoming Activities
LGU Roadmap Collaboration – Partnering across agInnovation committees, including the Science and Technology Committee (STC), and with newly engaged consultants, to advance the LGU Roadmap—particularly in shaping a cohesive budget strategy.

AS ALWAYS, FEEL FREE TO REACH OUT TO STEVE (slommel@ncsu.edu) OR JEANETTE (Jthurston@ksu.edu) ON TOPICS OR ACTIVITIES YOU BELIEVE BLC SHOULD BE ADDRESSING.
